
  

UGM Summer Update 
 

 

Wolverine 101 

UGM is excited to host its first annual “Wolverine 101” orientation for rising 6th graders and their parents. The 

orientation will be here at UGM on Saturday, July 22, from 9:00-12:00. We ask that folks arrive at about 8:30 to 

check-in. Students and parents will participate in a series of separate orientation sessions all designed to give 6th 

graders and their families a head start on what it means to be a UGM Wolverine. To sign up, please use the link to 

our Google Doc, on our homepage. (For purposes of space, our Wolverine 101 orientation is limited to rising 6th 

graders and their parents/guardians only)   

1 to 1 Technology Rollout 

As many in our community are aware, Henry County will be making personal computing devices available for HC 

students this year in our 1 to 1 technology initiative. This will be an exciting year for us as we will finally not have to 

rely on shared and or limited numbers of devices to enable tech based instruction. Our (UGM) approximate date 

for distribution is September 7. As we get closer to that date, we will be providing more details on logistics, 

processes, and protocols for use. 

SPLOST Renovation News 

In other exciting news, after opening its doors in 2000 UGM will be getting a much needed renovation during the 

17-18 school year as part of the Henry County SPLOST process. The good news for UGM is that by this time next 

year we will have a completed refreshed and updated facility. However, it will mean some growing pains for this 

school year. Specifically, 8th grade student will begin the year in “learning cottages” on campus, while the 8th grade 

hall is renovated. We expect our 8th graders to be back in the building after Fall break (September 18-22). 7th grade 

will transition next through the mid-year, with 6th graders taking their turn in spring. During the summer of 2018, 

final renovations will occur in the front office, media center, connections hall, and other common spaces. More 

information on this process as it relates to students will be provided at Open House, on July 27 (3-5 PM). 

 Dress Code Advice for Back to School Shopping 

Page 38 of the Henry County Board of Education student handbook for 2017-2018 provides a complete description 

of the dress code for Henry County students. However, the bulleted list below provides some guidance on several 

common questions or issues related to dress code, in time for back to school shopping. Please be conscientious 

about your child’s attire for school, questions about dress code violations often lead to students being out of the 



classroom for short or even long periods of time. Above all, please know that if you have questions about dress 

code you are encouraged to review the handbook and/or contact UGM administration prior to doing your back to 

school shopping. 

“Rules of Thumb” regarding dress code at UGM 

 Clothes should be modest. This means that clothes should not be too tight, too loose, too short, or too 

low cut as to be revealing of students’ personal areas. More specifically… 

o For both boys and girls, undergarments should not be visible at any time. 

o If wearing leggings or similar garments, a shirt or top must be worn long enough that it clearly 

and continually covers student’s waist and posterior area. 

o Midriffs should not be visible at any time for boys or girls. 

o Tank tops should be considered with extreme caution. Straps that are 2-3 finger lengths wide are 

a good rule of thumb, but ultimately regardless of length should not be revealing. This includes 

being loose or low hanging such that undergarments or personal areas are visible. 

 Clothes should not have profanity, references or images of alcoholic, smoking, or drug related materials, 

lewd or suggestive material, or inflammatory messages. 

 We realize that clothing styles with holes come and go. With that said, and in light of the point about 

being revealing, parents should strongly consider whether or not to allow their child to wear jeans/pants 

with holes in them. However, the rule of thumb to go by regarding this style is that holes above the knee 

should have a garment underneath so as to not show skin. Such garments might include leggings or 

compression shorts, but underwear or similar garments should not be visible. 

 Hats, bandanas, headbands, or other headpieces will not be allowed unless specific permission is given by 

administration. 

 In terms of hair color, the HCBOE provides a great deal of interpretation for building administrators as to 

what is disruptive or distracting to the learning environment. At the UGM, rules of thumb are as follows: 

o In terms of color, our strong suggestion is to stay within the spectrum of naturally occurring hair 

colors. Colors outside of this range risk the possibility of being distracting to the learning 

environment. 

o The same applies to hair styles. A good question to ask is, “will this hair style or cut draw more 

attention to the student, within reason, than to instruction?” If the answer is “yes,” please 

strongly reconsider the cut/style. 

 Regarding hoodies worn up and ear buds…both are fashionable when folks are out in public but both have 

the clear effect of allowing students to “tune out” during instruction. Students are prohibited from 

wearing hoodies on their heads inside the school building. Additionally, unless students have been clearly 

given permission to use ear buds for instruction, they should not be in ears or visible. This includes during 

class transitions. Note, this policy on hoodies and ear buds will be strictly enforced. 


